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Section 216.1: Access to Government Information

(a) The people have the right to instruct their representatives, petition government for redress of
grievances, and assemble freely to consult for the common good.

(b) (1) The people have the right of access to information concerning the conduct of the people’s
business, and therefore, the meetings of public City bodies and the writings of public City officials,
employees and agencies shall be open to public scrutiny, as well as the writings of contractors in the
possession of the City, or to which it has the right of access by contract or by applicable statute or

regulation.

(2) A statute, eourtrule; ordinance, regulation or other State or City authority, including those in effect on
the effective date of this Section, shall be broadly construed if it furthers the people’s right of access, and
narrowly construed if it limits the right of access. No limitation of access not mandated by state or federal
law shall have greater scope or duration than required by demonstrable need. (3) A-statute,courtrule An
ordinance, regulation, policy or other City authority adopted after the effective date of this Section that
limits the right of access beyond state or federal law requirements shall not be adepted-effective until
justified with findings of fact, supported by substantial evidence, demonstrating the interest protected by
the limitation, the need for the limitation to protect that interest, and the likelihood that the limitation will be
effective in protecting the interest.

(4)Limitations on the right of access to meetings and writings not required by state or federal law existing

in City ordinances, regulations, policies or other authorities in effect on the effective date of this Section
shall, two years-of from that date and every third year thereafter, be neither asserted or relied on until
justified by the City Council with findings of fact, supported by substantial evidence, demonstrating the
interest protected by the limitation, the need for the limitation to protect that interest, and the likelihood
that the limitation will be effective in protecting the interest.
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(5) For purposes of this subdivision, a policy is a position, whether or not codified, asserted with virtually

total invariability, that resolves against access the discretion provided in State law to grant or deny access
to a meeting of a public body or the writing of a City official, employee, contractor or agency.

(c)The City of San Diego is committed to open, transparent, and accessible government; it is in the best
interest of the City that its agencies and departments make their data available online using machine
readable open standards and formats to make City operations more transparent, effective and
accountable to the public. Open data policies will permit the public to assist in identifying efficient
solutions for government, promote innovative strategies for social progress and create economic

opportunities.
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Section 216.1: Access to Government Information

(a) The people have the right to instruct their representatives, petition government for redress of
grievances, and assemble freely to consult for the common good.

(b) (1)The people have the right of access to information concerning the conduct of the people’s
business, and therefore, the meetings of City bodies and the writings of City officials, employees and
agencies shall be open to public scrutiny, as well as the writings of contractors in the possession of the
City, or to which it has the right of access by contract or by applicable statute or regulation.

(2) A statute, ordinance, regulation or other State or City authority, including those in effect on the
effective date of this Section, shall be broadly construed if it furthers the people’s right of access, and
narrowly construed if it limits the right of access. No limitation of access not mandated by state or federal
law shall have greater scope or duration than required by demonstrable need.

(3) An ordinance, regulation, policy or other City authority adopted after the effective date of this Section
that limits the right of access beyond state or federal law requirements shall not be effective until justified
with findings of fact, supported by substantial evidence, demonstrating the interest protected by the
limitation, the need for the limitation to protect that interest, and the likelihood that the limitation will be
effective in protecting the interest.

(4) Limitations on the right of access to meetings and writings not required by state or federal law existing
in City ordinances, regulations, policies or other authorities in effect on the effective date of this Section
shall, two years from that date and every third year thereafter, be neither asserted or relied on until
justified by the City Council with findings of fact, supported by substantial evidence, demonstrating the
interest protected by the limitation, the need for the limitation to protect that interest, and the likelihood
that the limitation will be effective in protecting the interest.

(5) For purposes of this subdivision, a policy is a position, whether or not codified, asserted with virtually
total invariability, that resolves against access the discretion provided in State law to grant or deny access
to a meeting of a public body or the writing of a City official, employee, contractor or agency.

(c) The City of San Diego is committed to open, transparent, and accessible government; it is in the best
interest of the City that its agencies and departments make their data available online using machine
readable open standards and formats to make City operations more transparent, effective and
accountable to the public. Open data policies will permit the public to assist in identifying efficient
solutions for government, promote innovative strategies for social progress and create economic
opportunities.



